
ASAM Meeting Minutes  

April 11, 2018 

 

Present: 

Gail Falconer 

Natalie Rivera 

Jackie Nielsen 

Cathi Valdes 

Russ Liles 

Pilo Bueno 

Mark Simpson 

Cindy Collyer 

Susie Kimble 

Pamela Drake 

Lisa Trujillo 

Nancy Passikoff 

Matilda Fernandez 

Bernita Woody, Pueblo of Pojoaque 

Adan Carriaga 

Michael Estrada 

 

By Phone/Zoom: 

Jeri Hollan 

Peggy Roberson 

Dave Stein 

Becky Ballentine  

 

Meeting called to order @ 9:10 AM by Jackie Nielsen 

 

Introductions 

 

Martha Payne is ill so no presentation on Health Homes. BHSD is expanding health homes during FY19. 

We have two – Farmington and Clovis and then expanding to 8 or 9 sites. Looking at how the peers can 

be utilized for the wraparound services. (Lisa T) Have to provide six core services and must provide 

health education, care management and peer services and have to have a psychiatrist on board. 

 

Russ reported that Ernie Holland said that the Hobbs WRAP training has twenty signed up. 

 

February minutes: Mark moved approval of the minutes. Nancy seconded. Motion Passed. 

 

Agenda: One change: Martha’s presentation on Health Homes has been moved to June. Susie moved 

approval of the agenda. Gail seconded. Motion Passed. 

 



BHPC Governor’s candidates’ presentation: What we want the candidates to know about BHPC and our 

efforts and ideas for the future. Quick, to the point and things that they will remember. Have a color to 

identify the group. That will help show cohesiveness and identify folks as part of the group. Present 

priorities -- Top priorities for each of the BHPC subcommittees. Jackie needs your help to figure out 

those top priorities and what we will present to the council this afternoon. Accomplishments, what do 

we want them to know. At the August meeting, we want the candidates to know that this is what BHPC 

is and what we do, and we want you to ask us if you need help.  

 

Start with accomplishments. Who we are and what are our needs. Governor is in a position to make 

things work better by her/his leadership. Collaborative is a really useful tool. Tell them what Behavioral 

Health Day is and that we celebrate these people who are working to make a difference in their 

communities. We want the state to know that as a council we celebrate them and bring all the programs 

together for that day. Talk about collaboration and how successful it is. Expansion of BH day is a big 

accomplishment.  

 

Mark: We should look at prevention in a big way, especially, prevention of Substance Use Disorders. 

 

Pilo: Agree, if we don’t make prevention a priority we cannot treat our way out of this. Impact of cost of 

SUD, encouraged to have an excise tax on alcohol. Use it for Medicaid expansion (ACA) costs. Alcohol 

costs are significant, and we could raise funding for prevention and treatment services. 

 

Pamela: It is hard for legislators to understand primary prevention. For instance, opioid reversal drug is 

not prevention, it is intervention.  

 

Nancy: We should be addressing violence and how to prevent or intervene. Explain who we are and 

what we do and how we can work with the Governor to achieve success. Need to have integrated care 

so we are able to identify and treat behavioral health issues. Reduce stigma. Harm reduction. 

 

Jackie: Wayne wants us to narrow down, and zero in on an initiative. 

 

Pilo: Support the ACA and peer support in our service delivery system. 

 

Russ: we need to focus on Housing – access, money, affordability. Hard to get into recovery if you are 

homeless. 

 

Adan: challenge will be the people on the MAT won’t be able to sustain it and will want to get off of 

MAT; lack of detox is crucial. Public safety issues. Not enough attention to alcohol and meth. Don’t offer 

detox in treatment in our state. 

 

Nancy: Detox is an issue for the whole system. Trying to get a detox center in Raton. 

 

Gail: Mental Health First Aid could be a big help for people in communities.  

 



Jackie: The expansion of Mental Health First Aid trainings are significant. Start expanding this training to 

more lay people.  

 

Pilo: Mental Health First Aid sharpens their skills if they are in the field. New Mexico increases the 

number of people trained and number of trainers for Mental Health First Aid. 

 

Gail: Health Council is training and will have classes for lay people in several areas of New Mexico. 

 

Jackie: We have a lot of needs; be ready for how we can help the new Governor with how to meet those 

needs. How do you envision the Governor’s role?  

 

Gail: BHPC should help the collaborative make decisions on how the BH money will be spent. We are not 

advising the collaborative on funding issues.  

 

Becky: The Governor needs to know what’s going on. Important that the new governor establish an 

action plan of communication. Maybe send bullets on a monthly basis that need to be discussed.  

 

Nancy: We need to be more of an advocate. Take power and let her/him know that we have knowledge. 

Have a discussion and be actively involved with the new administration. 

 

Jackie: It would be nice if the Governor is out in the communities and hears about issues, and would 

then contact the council to ask our opinion. 

 

Adan: Advised us to get the minutes from the provider alliance forum for the candidates.  

 

Michael: Do we give a report to the collaborative? 

 

Jackie: Do we ever hear back from members? Timing of needs presentation to collaborative allows them 

time to allocate money before they set their budgets. FY19 is already budgeted, so we have missed that 

opportunity.  

 

Susie: Yes, we give a report at each collaborative meeting. The education department called in response 

to the BHPC report. Not a lot of feedback from other members. We need to decide what we want 

included in the reports to show we are doing something. Peer support movement has been supported 

by the council. Put this as an accomplishment, including Medicaid billing for peers. All the other agencies 

don’t see the impact of the decisions made by the departments, except for BHSD. 

 

BHPC Accomplishments: BH day and expansion; mental health first aid expansion; peer support; 

changes to Medicaid billing; expansion of Naloxone training and distribution; recovery days and 

expansion of recovery events; built good relationships with the MCOs; Medicaid reimbursement 

expansions, residential treatment for adults in recovery.  

 



BHPC Needs: Reduce stigma, harm reduction, more integrated care, detox and treatment after detox, 

housing, prevention, comprehensive behavioral health hospital in Raton, supported employment, 

transportation, addressing the social determinants of health, and workforce development. 

 

Community announcements:  

 

Gail: We have an active Torrance County Health Council and an active group for Behavioral Health 

including doctors and psychologists. We have primary doctors talking to psychologist, and are getting 

more community members involved. Consumer who attended a recent meeting was interested in the 

fact that the professionals could talk to each other. 

 

Matilda: We can attend all the meetings but if we aren’t involving the members and providers then we 

are talking two different languages. There is a lack of communication. Hit and miss to get members 

there. Community or street outreach is a priority. 

 

Lisa: The Rio Arriba county health fair has been postponed until August where we will roll out the New 

Normal campaign. Don’t know how to involve consumers so providers know how their work is being 

perceived in the community.  

 

Susie: for collaborative meeting did put in BH day and summit in her presentation. The meeting is 

tomorrow (Wednesday 12, 2018) from 1 to 5. 

 

Nancy: There are meetings of the Behavioral Health Collaborative for Taos and Raton, but a lot of the 

consumers don’t come to the meetings. The first hour of next meeting is just for consumers, but they 

can be intimidated. UNM rural psychiatry and UNM public health department’s program called Heroes 

will look at Raton and the whole system of services. They will meet with them on April 21st. RAIN meets 

once a month with county commissioners, police, prison, fire department. Nancy is working hard to get 

a peer support training in Northeastern New Mexico. They have eight individuals signed up so far. 

 

Mark: we are getting more CPSWs working in the area. MCOs have theirs and this is an improvement. 

Fun when you see progress. 

 

Adan: Reported that he went to Alamo chapter and has a peer working there and has opened a drop in 

center. 

 

Bernita: Having a health fair on April 28th at Pojoaque Pueblo. 

 

Michael: Best Chance is a new peer support program for people who have been in prison to help them 

acclimate back into the community. 

 

Pilo: Maybe Best Chance could come present to us at the general session. Set it for next session. UNM 

ECHO uses peers who come out of prison for their program. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 



 


